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In this this issue we try to help you overcome the
daunting task of finding the right photographer
for your special day - page 44
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A MAGAZINE FOR OUR GUESTS

EDITORFirstly, may I thank you on behalf of the family and the staff for considering Friern
Manor as a possible establishment to host your special day.
I hope that with the incredibly well valued pricing, along with our passion for
excellence in service, the grounds, buildings and ultimately your special day, you will
allow us the honour to be at your service.
When you are ready, we’ll be waiting.
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WE FELT LIKE
GUESTS RATHER
THAN THE
HOSTS - TRULY
AN AMAZING
DAY
I do not believe this will be the first and by no means the last letter of
congratulations you will receive, our wedding was the best day of our
lives and that significant fact was made possible by our choice of selecting
Friern Manor as our venue. Your staff made us feel like guests rather than
hosts and made it a most truly amazing day

Dear Clients & Friends of Friern Manor
I was told in my early years, "Not all storms come to
disrupt your life, some come to clear your path"
The jury is still out on the storm of 2020, but whilst the
temptation (and sometimes the need) has been to focus on
the immediate, it has also been a good opportunity to take
some time and reflect on how we could improve and make
our

buildings

and

grounds

better,

and

enhance

our

wedding portfolio products to meet today’s exacting needs
of our clients without being influenced by trends, and
ultimately progress our service to our clients and their
guests when attending the establishment.
Since my family opened the doors of Friern Manor to the
public

some

challenges

four

along

decades
the

way.

ago,
It

we've

has

to

faced
be

a

said,

lot

of

none

as

challenging as the Covid pandemic, but we are weathering
this

storm

and

have

made

excellent

use

of

our

time

improving and upgrading the Manor and its substantial
grounds and doing those projects that we never found time
for,

as

well

as

significantly

improving

our

guests'

experience.
At Friern Manor we have always been passionate about all
we do, this of course means that we value each wedding
and

bridal

party,

along

with

the

new

relationships

we

build with your guests, but it is more than this alone. We
are

WORD

committed

establishment

to
that

providing

a

reinforces

level
our

of

service

ethos

of

and

being

an
not

simply good, but hopefully great, with a particular focus
on

being

passionate

about

the

standards

we

strive

to

achieve,
We hope that the improvements we have made during our
mandated
reinforce
hopefully

closure,
our

provide

experience

for

and

continue

commitment
all

for

an

we

have

to

to

our

outstanding
the

carry

valued

out,

clients,

and

privilege

to

will
and

improved
welcome

through our doors.
With warm regards
Mark Ansell
Managing Director

WHEN YOU’RE READY, WE’LL BE WAITING TO WELCOME YOU.

Talking Beauty

BY JAIMIE ATTFIELD

Jaimie Attfield is an award winning makeup artist in Essex
often frequenting Friern Manor - here she offers her advice
for getting yourself makeup ready ahead of your big day.

“So your big day is coming up. All brides want to
look and feel amazing on their wedding day so it’s
important we take some steps to help us ahead of
our special days. The first one would be investing
in a decent skin care routine. Putting this into
place six months before the wedding is optimal to
achieve the best results. Upping your water intake
ahead of the wedding is also beneficial in making
your skin look hydrated and super gorgeous!
Next up, it’s important to consider the look you
want to go for. Something classic is better,
avoiding anything that may be classed as a trend so
you don’t look back on your wedding photos and
feel the makeup has become dated. Book a trial,
this is so important to rule out any allergies and to
get the look perfectly spot on. Speak to your artist,
tell her about your normal makeup routine and
show her any photos for inspiration. Be sure to tell
her about your hair, dress, flowers and colour
scheme so you can work together to create
something gorgeous!
All that’s left to do on the morning of the wedding
is sit back and enjoy a glass of something cold
whilst your artist gets to work creating a beautiful
wedding look exactly as you envisioned, making
you look & FEEL amazing.”
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In this issue of Manor Digest we will
take a look at what’s in and new for
2022. We will showcase innovative
ideas for the wedding tables of the
coming year.
Follow us
updated.

on

Instagram

to

keep
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Stylish & Sophisticated

One venue.
Multiple concepts.

Q&A
Ask Anything!

Covid brought about many changes in the way we do
things and webinars became the go to solution for
putting wedding venues into the spotlight. Friern Manor`s
Sarah Smith was put through her paces when one of the
UK’s leading wedding venue websites drilled down on
why Friern Manor was so popular – we thought you may
like to see how she responded to those leading
questions....

BRIDAL UK

Describe the best wedding that happened at your venue?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
I am proud of every wedding at Friern Manor. We always
aim to uphold our ethos of quality and service regardless
of budget; the team go above and beyond to ensure it is
the day of your dreams. The success of any wedding is
as important to us as it would be to the bridal party,
where you are made to feel at ease like guests, rather
than hosts and we never forget your invited guests.
Ultimately, good quality does not have to be expensive,
but executed with a passion.

BRIDAL UK

What is your No.1 wedding planning tip for couples?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR

Wedding planning can seem daunting at the beginning
with so many choices to make. Just make one decision
at a time and it will all fall into place and be perfect. If
you are unsure or need any assistance, we are always
available and would be delighted to help.

BRIDAL UK

What’s your favourite personal touch that you’ve seen at
a wedding?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR

There are many, but personally I like discreet
personalised touches.
One example was a couple who ordered the luxury Friern
Manor ice cream cart but provided their own
personalised paper napkins and ice cream tubs for their
guests. I thought this was a nice subtle touch.

BRIDAL UK

Describe your venue in 5 adjectives.

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
Luxury, Professional, Personal, Beautiful & Memorable.

BRIDAL UK
Where's the best photo spot at your venue?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
As one would expect from an exquisite historic building
within a four-acre established estate, photo
opportunities are endless, but for me it is the stylish
fusion of the historical manor house along with its ruins
like the Potting Shed through to the inspiring follies with
their modern influence that make the perfect backdrop
for wedding photographs.
However, my personal favourite time of day for
photographs is as dusk falls as I feel it creates some of
the best opportunities for professional photographers
and those Instagram moments for us amateurs alike.
The lush open-air oasis of the lake and its fountains,
water features and significant gardens are all lit
dramatically by lighting themes that are exceptional.
The design emphasises the reflecting lake, substantial
trees and the surrounding grounds, thus allowing
guests to drink and relax in an informal atmosphere
and to capture unique photo opportunities that are as
exceptional as Friern Manor itself.

BRIDAL UK
Have you had any celebrity guests or weddings at your
venue?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
Yes many, primarily due to the venue’s private and safe
environment.

BRIDAL UK

What’s your favourite canapé?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
Although our Chefs create delicious canapés, my
favourite is the Light Bites selection in the evening. A
couple of my favourites are the miniature Fish and Chips,
cod in beer batter and French cut chips served in a
miniature cone and wrapped in the Financial Times
newspaper together with the miniature beef burger, with
accompaniments, served on a petite brioche bun in a
stylish miniature copper sauté pan.

BRIDAL UK

What’s your favourite midnight treat?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR

It must be the Bacon Butties that are tastefully presented
to the guests and a welcome surprise for those still
partying. They are made of the finest smoked back and
streaky bacon, grilled and served in a French artisan roll
with individual tomato ketchup or Houses of Parliament
sauce.

BRIDAL UK

’What is your venue's most unique feature?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR
There are far too many to list but a brief Google search
demonstrates the passion and style of this exceptional
venue. When I was approached to take the position of senior
wedding co-ordinator, I was apprehensive as I considered I
had achieved my goal at an alternative venue. However,
when I visited, I soon realised that Friern Manor was
understated, it did not bellow its presence,

CONTINUED
from the historic building with its chic modern
interpretations that are tastefully accomplished without
being influenced by trends, to the impeccable grounds, it
truly is select.
But for me, I think the most outstanding impression from
behind the scenes was the passion for service and
attention to detail, the internal training of staff with the
emphasis on attentive yet not imposing service, quality
uniforms and a devotion to the quality of food was a
refreshing change in our industry, as our motto says,
“Distinctly Different” and Friern Manor unquestionably
delivers on that.

BRIDAL UK
What part of your business are you most proud of?

SARAH@FRIERN MANOR

I think that there are two which come to mind.
Firstly, the ground-breaking change by the act of
parliament of the Marriages Act 1949, Friern Manor was
the first historic building to be sanctioned, according to
the new law, to permit the solemnisation of marriage on
the estate. Friern Manor hosted the first ever marriage in
England & Wales in August 1995. Friern Manor had
previously played a historic role and was proud for it to
have played this significant role in the unprecedented
change of law.
More current must be the reduction in our carbon
footprint. By engaging with our staff, we passionately
believe that they will become ‘catalysts for change’ in
this incredibly emotive subject of global warming. With
their help and interaction, it is enabling us to develop a
conscientious and proactive approach to the
environmental and sustainability issues we face, not only
as a business, but as a community too. The team at
Friern Manor have always taken a consistent and longterm approach, knowing that ultimately, we are
custodians who must safeguard the heritage of the
estate for future generations so it can be as much of an
important part of the county’s future as it has been in the
past.

END . . . .

SETTING THE BAR

We have been listening to our guest's
feedback and have improved the selection
our
bars
now
offer
which
include
an
extensive range of wines, premium and house
spirits, together with a selection of hot
beverages.
To maintain an outstanding and efficient
bar service, we have made the decision to no
longer
handle
currency.
Our
bars
only
accept card payment.
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THE
DRESS
YOU
WEAR
SAYS
A LOT
ABOUT
YOU

The
Friern Manor
Bridal
Collection

the veil
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GROUNDS for

Marriage!
Essex County Council granted approval for Friern Manor
Country House to be used as a venue for the solemnisation
of Marriage under the act of 1994 on the twelfth day of June
1995.
Friern Manor was the first country house in England &
Wales to hold a wedding ceremony under the new Act of
parliament.
Friern Manor was further approved in 2004 for the purposes
of Civil Partnerships which have also been extremely
popular at the stunning venue.
Three individual areas have been duly approved under the
acts, offering a wide variety for ceremony choice. The
approved locations can host from four guests to a maximum
of one hundred and forty.
A booking should first be made with Friern Manor before
contacting Essex Registration services.
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MAKING

Headlines
HISTORICAL CHANGE
IN ENGLAND AS
COUPLE WED IN FIRST
CIVIL CEREMONY AT
APPROVED PREMISES
IN ESSEX .

London & Essex Gazette

O F

O U R

P A R T

H I S T O R Y

First Marriage at Approved
Premises in England &
Wales
12 midday - Thursday 17th August 1995

The papers wrote – A happy couple broke tradition

The wedding was the first in England and Wales to

and new ground today when they wed in the

have been conducted under the new amendments to

elegant setting of the 18th century Friern Manor

the 1949 Marriages Act.

Country House. Jacki Lowe and Chris Jarvis were

The family owner, Mr Mark Ansell, said: "We feel

the first to take advantage of the new changes in the

privileged to have been selected by Jacki and Chris

Marriages Act which allowed a Civil Ceremony at

to not only host their wedding celebrations but also

dignified sites other than a Registry office.

the marriage itself under the new Act of Parliament.

Jacki 34, and Chris 42 both from Hornchurch in

Friern Manor has previously played a historic role

Essex were married by Brentwood Superintendent

and we are proud for it to be playing this significant

Registrar Mr Brian Nevard.

role for the future. We are mindful however, that

Jacki said: “The ceremony was more personal and

whilst one of our main sources of income to

the aesthetics much nicer than a registry office. We

maintain the buildings has been that of a wedding

wanted to prove that you could have a stylish

celebrations venue, it is important that the Manor

wedding in a stunning setting that doesn’t cost a

should be available for all that may wish for an

fortune. Friern Manor has given all of that and

alternative lawful marriage. The estate will be

more”

available free of charge to all that live within the

Friern Manor, in the village of Dunton Wyletts, is

historic village of Dunton Wyletts so it can

currently the only premises in the Brentwood

continue to play its part in supporting our

district that have been sanctioned in accordance

community."

with the new law to carry out the solemnisation of
marriage.
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REDUCE.
REUSE.
RECYCLE.

We explain what we are doing to play our part . .
.

At Friern Manor we passionately believe that
in order to make a big impression on our
guests, we don’t have to make a big impact on
the environment.

Most importantly, it ensures that through a
proactive and combined approach it has
become a significant part of the working
culture within Friern Manor.

Over recent years we have become as
passionate about our carbon footprint as we
are about our ethos on service, to us they are
one and the same mindset.

Whilst we accept that this is an ongoing
moving goal, what we seek is progress,
perfection. We are committed over
coming years to continuing to reduce
carbon footprint.

Without the commitment, passion and
professionalism of our staff and the support of
the owners, we would not be able to achieve
the outstanding standards by which we judge
ourselves and most certainly would not be
able to make such an impact in the reductions
of waste
By engaging with our staff, we firmly believe
that they will become ‘catalysts for change’ in
this incredibly emotive subject of global
warming. With their help and interaction, it
is enabling us to develop a conscientious and
proactive approach to the environmental and
sustainability issues we face, not only as a
business, but as a community too.

The old site of the Friern Manor Mews housed the cottages & stable lodgings for the
Master of the Hunt and dated back to 1836. It was transformed into a folly in 1998
and represented the original façade based on the limited records . The folly now also
conceals much of the Hotel's recycling and allows for a serene backdrop which is
even used as a photo opportunity by some.

and
not
the
our

Like many of our guests, we see recycling as a key
part of reducing our carbon footprint and our impact
on the environment. We encourage all
departments to ensure that recycling is part of their
departmental culture.

Low energy lamps used in 90% of all light fittings
with an ongoing strategy to only use LED lighting.
Additionally, motion sensors on lights and fountains
ensure that electrical equipment is only used when
necessary.

Key initiatives in this area have included the
groundsman’s green waste being separated and
recycled and then transformed into nutrient-rich soil
conditioner.

A gradual switch from gas to clean energy equipment
is also a well established practice, with significant
investment already committed to this important
change.

All of our glass is now separated and recycled and is
used in the manufacture of new bottles.

Water harvesting and cultivation is also a large part of
our ongoing program. Wherever possible we are
diverting all rainwater to our lake or into storage and
then using the water for irrigation of the grounds.
This results in a substantial reduction on the use of
mains supplied drinking water. We are mindful that
even small savings help, like our programme of
upgrading to duel flush lavatory facilities, it all helps a
little.

Although technological advances are embraced
wherever possible, to reduce energy usage, changing
behaviour and promoting best practice is
fundamental in achieving year on year reduction. By
introducing and promoting some of the following
initiatives, we have managed to reduce our energy
usage:

The New Duck House & wild meadow planting on the island.

When visiting Friern Manor we hope that it will
further testify our commitment to preserving both
the exquisite building and beautiful estate but that we
believe that our wildlife is as important too. 2020 has
allowed us the time to enhance planting schemes and
help the wild habitation on the lake. Our recently
refurbished island now provides safe haven to our
wildfowl in the wetland banks of the island and
within the new duck house.
The family and team at Friern Manor have always
taken a consistent and long-term approach, knowing
that ultimately, we are custodians who must
safeguard the heritage for future generations.
To achieve this, we have supported the local
conservation group, as well as specialist craftsmen and
experts, to ensure that we do all we can to maintain
and enhance Friern Manor so it can be as much of an
important part of the county’s future as it has been in
the past.

MR & MRS K STUART:

YOUR STAFF
TRULY UPHELD
YOUR MOTTO,
ULTIMATELY . . .
IT'S ALL ABOUT
SERVICE!
We would like to express our utmost appreciation and delight,
your staff truly upheld your motto 'it's all about service'.
All of the staff acted as if the success of our wedding was as important to
them as it was to us. So many guests have commented on your staff's
attention to detail and dedication to what was a most memorable day in
our lives. Words alone cannot thank you enough, nor express our
gratitude.

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW
FROM THE CAMERA

SPOTLIGHT ON PHOTOGRAPHY

WITH THANKS TO DAVID TINKLER

PHOTO
GRAPH

ABOUT
David Tinkler
His career has spanned years in photography. It
has been both his passion and his career.
When he started as a sporting photographer,
he was fortunate enough to be able to work in
iconic locations such as Wembley stadium and
have his works recognised in magazine and
news publications.
David's passion for wedding photography
started by chance when he was asked by a
close friend to cover his wedding. The rest is
now history! Some six years later, he has truly
enjoyed being part of multiple special days and
his portfolio of weddings provide evidence that
he takes the role seriously and professionally,
as well as delivering outstanding photographs.
He takes pride in working with Friern Manor
and our weddings. He is not imposing, which
allows him to capture those often-unseen
moments.
We highly recommend that he is part of your
special day.

DAY

MAY 22 | DAYTIME | 1600 HRS

DUSK

MAY 22 | ENCHANTED EVENINGS | 1930 HRS

Spring realises the completion of the
significant refurbishment works of the
Garden Pavilion. You can read the full
story in our “Blog” later in this issue.
We asked David if he would kindly take
some shots of the design as the works
approached completion and wanted to
share the results with you.
The family would like to express their
gratitude to all those dedicated craftsmen
involved with the refurbishment and to
David for his time in providing quality
photography.

Refurbishment

Communications

| Old Coaching Stables

w: davidtinkler.com
e: david@davidtinkler.com
p: 07841 599629

| Completion June 22

44

Our selection of photographer's
impressive works.
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Black &

White
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This beautiful restoration
of the ruins of our Potting
Shed,
with
its
added
modern
influence,
now
creates an inspiring folly,
echoing its past. Located
on
the
South
Lawns,
adjacent to the Manor
House,
it
will
enable
guests
arriving
for
a
Twilight wedding to enjoy
an al-fresco coffee or an
indulgent
drink
whilst
soaking
up
the
atmosphere, The Potting
Shed will continue to form
an integral part of the
evening celebrations.

Enchanted Evenings . . . . .
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FEATURED PHOTOGRAPERS
acknowledgements in this issue

07

08

20

21

Mini & Me Photography

Hayley Jayne

Visions of View

Louise King

www.miniandmephotography.com

www.hayleyjaynesphotography.com

www.visionsofview.co.uk

www.lkphotography.net

23

24

30

31

Emma & Sam

Liam Gillan

Jeff Oliver

Stacey England

www.weddingsbyemmaandsam.com

www.photographerliamgillan.com

www.jeffoliverphotography.com

www.seweddingphotography.co.uk

33

38

39

42

Ross Hurley

David Tinkler

Rob Power

Holly Waters

www.rosshurley.com

www.davidtinkler.com

www.robpowerphotography.com

www.hollywatersphotography.co.uk/

44

44

46

48

Shiralee Swan

Camilla J Hards

Lindrums

Clare Kentish

www.shiraleeswan.co.uk

www.camillajhards.com
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www.lindrumphotography.com

www.clarekentish.com

BEHIND THE SCENES

THE BLOG
DOORS >

CHAIRS >

GHOSTS ARRIVE
AT THE MANOR

MAKING AN
IMPRESSION

he Ghost Chiavari chairs have arrived at

e can all be forgiven for

T The Manor House South Lawns Awning and

W thinking that architects’

are exceeding expectations. With so many

impressions don’t always deliver

couples already paying to hire wooden Chiavari

what is promised. Throughout

chairs, we’re delighted with the feedback we’ve

the winter months Alecon

received. Not only do these stylish, modern

design has been creating and

Chiavari’s enhance the romantic ambience of the

building the rear facade of the

stunning South Lawns Awning, they will also save

Old Coaching Stables in the full

couples considerable money, which we know is

detail of the creative designers

always welcome!

Coupley
Artists Impression

These three sets of working doors
now make for an elegant facade

The centre doors lead to the new

painted in French white and

Concierge Lounge, due to open in

glazed with antique silver mirror

Spring 2023, with the right-hand

that give an impression of

doors, when open, allowing for

dimension to the main room and

guests to converse directly with our

the detail remains when they are

resident DJ without leaving the

in the open position

dance floor. Finally, the left-hand

SHADE >

SHADY TIMES ON
THE NEW
COCKTAIL TERRACE

doors will allow for ease of access to
the coat check for corporate

The Completed Project

H aving eagerly awaited a special

functions.

delivery from Italy, our new twenty-

Despite their functionality, we

metre shade awning, which covers our

believe they add an elegant

new cocktail terrace, adjoining the

backdrop to our main room and

Indoor Garden Pavilion, provides a

would like to thank all those artisan

new and tasteful Mediterranean style

trades personally involved in the

environment overlooking the grounds

design and installation

and lake beyond.

Russia &
The Conflict

UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

s we received the bad
A
news of the omicron variant in
November 21, our plans all

W e stand with Ukraine

started to change for

Whilst being a straightforward decision

Christmas. Sometimes the

to remove all Russian supplies from our

often-forgotten truism is that

inventories, it did cause some dilemma

not all storms come to disrupt

within our Vodka selections at our bars.

your life, some come to clear

Whilst we maintain the stable favoured

your path. So, with trepidation

supplies of Europe,

of uncertainty ahead, we

we were keen to forge

moved in with the diggers

a new relationship with

and embarked on an

a British distillery and

unplanned refurbishment of

champion a home

the garden pavilion. We

product as our

wanted to share with you an

House Vodka. Black Cow

update of the progress so far

has stepped into this void,

and express our thanks to all

we have adjusted our margins to

those contractors involved

reflect its price as a house Spirit and
we hope you will enjoy this Dorset
based, family distilled superior

with the entire refurbishment
during this winter closure.

January 2022

product as our snub to Russia, and in

May 2022

doing so, support British businesses.

We would like to extend a
sincere thank you to all our
clients for their support and
patience through the difficult
times of Covid and rest assured
we have used that time wisely
to ensure that we can continue
to deliver a service that is as
synonymous as Friern Manor
itself.
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MIDNIGHT STAR
ENTERTAINMENTS
W H E R E

A

Y O U R

E V E N I N G

B E G I N S

RECOMMENDED SERVICE & THE RESIDENT
AT FRIERN MANOR FOR OVER 25 YEARS

07961

969490

DJ

FINISHING TOUCH
COVERS

We've got your event covered!
01277 822027
www.finishingtouchcovers.co.uk

Delighted to be
an accredited
service of
Friern Manor

www.JeffOliverPhotography.com

T: 0845 519 0030

THE POTTING SHED
AT THE SOUTH LAWNS

THE POTTING SHED
AT THE SOUTH LAWNS

C1851 - Restoring the Long Lost Era.

Photographed November 2021

This beautiful restoration of the ruins of our Potting Shed, with
its added modern influence, now creates an inspiring folly,
echoing its past. Located on the South Lawns, adjacent to the
Manor House, it will enable guests arriving for a Twilight wedding
to enjoy an al-fresco coffee or an indulgent drink whilst soaking
up the atmosphere, The Potting Shed will continue to form an
integral part of the evening celebrations.
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Restoration completion due spring 2022

Friern Manor Country House Hotel
Lower Dunton Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM13 3SL | O1268 494200

info@friernmanor.com

www.friernmanor.com

